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Election commissioners say August primary might not work

by Jimmy Vielkind 

Posted on October 5, 2011 at 4:50 pm 
As a federal court weighs whether New York should get a waiver to hold its primary in September next year, the Election Commissioners Association is warning Judge Gary Sharpe that moving the nominating elections to August might not do the trick.

New York’s election calendar, where non-presidential primaries are held the second Tuesday in September and general elections the first Tuesday in November, is structurally non-compliant with a new federal law requiring military voters stationed overseas get their ballots 45 days before the general election.

The Department of Justice asked Sharpe to order a primary no later than August 2012 — a hearing on this matter is now scheduled for Nov. 3 — and, according to Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, state officials plan to beg for mercy by promising they’ll move the primary in 2013.

There’s still not agreement on whether it should move to June, as Assembly Democrats have pushed or August, as the Senate Republicans favor. The bipartisan group of election commissioners is arguing for June. They write that an August date “might” ensure compliance, but things will be “close” with judicial nominating conventions.

“Once the decision to move the primary is made, it would seem that the earlier June date would alleviate any concern about ballot finalization,” the group wrote. “Issues that arise with a mid-August date — such as access to school buildings and polling sites, availability of election inspectors and the traditional summer vacation periods for New Yorkers — would all suggest a June date as a better selection.”

This may seem narrow, but whether the court moves the primary will have a huge impact on the redistricting process. A June primary would mean maps must be in place by late February, and could potentially force the legislature into a special session this year.

Here’s the letter:

ECA Letter

http://www.scribd.com/doc/67647459/ECA-Letter
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